Evidence of graft-versus-Waldenstrom's macroglobulinaemia effect after allogeneic stem cell transplantation: a single centre experience.
The role of allogeneic stem cell transplantation (SCT) in Waldenstrom's macroglobulinaemia (WM) is not yet clear, as published data on allogeneic SCT in WM are limited. We present a retrospective study of allogeneic SCT in five patients with WM. Median age was 56 years (range 40-60 years). All patients were heavily pretreated. Conditioning therapy with busulphan and cyclophosphamide was used for all patients and all were given cyclosporine and methotrexate for graft-versus-host disease prophylaxis. With a median follow-up of 32 months (range 2-43), all except one are alive and disease free. Progressive, delayed decline in serum IgM levels were noted in all the patients, suggesting an active graft-versus-Waldenstrom's effect. With the limited available data, it appears that allogeneic SCT is a useful treatment option for advanced WM.